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People have asked if | was well rested
after sabbatical. While | did find rest
during periods of the Sabbatical, over
all rest was not the main objective.
Mind renewal and direction was the
main objective. The first three weeks of
the assignment were devoted to
solitude. During this time, | read seven
books on Church or Christian Develop-
ment. | read and meditated on nine
books of the Bible. | was able to spend
time fasting and praying. This time was
a real blessing. It gave me time to do
things that often are pushed on the
back burner due to more pressing
things. During this portion of the
Sabbatical | learned a number of
things. | also used Sunday Mornings
during the entire Sabbatical to visit
churches in our area. | wanted to find
out how Wiltsie is unique. | would like
to take this time to share some things |
learned.

| discovered that there tends to be two
types of churche; Temple Churches
and House Churches. A Temple
Church tends to be about the big
Worship event on Sunday. They try to
attract people through programs and
then hope to keep them. The House
Church tends to be about the relation-
ships and rejecting programs and
structures. | believe we at Wiltsie need
to harness the strengths of both. Our
focus is to develop people toward a
strong relationship with God through
programming that focuses on the de-
velopmental aspects and not numbers.
This developmental process should
help people to discover their Identity,
stretch their Capacity, and reach their
Destiny. This process is better
achieved with one on one, life on life.
We need to be intentional about devel-
oping people to their giftedness and

not to the needs in our church program-
ming.

Another concept | learned is that
Churches unknowingly focus on the front
door. They, through their programming or
resources, try to get more people to
come through the front door. Often un-
aware of the back door that people are
using. If intentional focus is given to de-
veloping people, then relationships will
form and people will find out how God
has gifted them to fit in the Body of
Christ. While this has not traditionally
been a problem at Wiltsie it is becoming
greater as we grow.

The final component of this Sabbatical
was to visit churches in our “target” area.
| believe we as a church are just a part of
the bigger body of Christ in our region. |
wanted to visit churches in our target
area to see how we fit in. While the study
of this component will be on going, it
afforded me the opportunity to observe a
few things. We at Wiltsie need to provide
a strong focus on adoring the King.
Sunday Worship service should not be
the main church event and cluttered with
items of interest. We should use this time
to celebrate all that God has done, is do-
ing, and will do in the future. A strong fo-
cus should be given to how we as “The
Church” apply what has been downloaded.

In short, God is calling us to develop peo-
ple. Look around and ask yourself who is
God laying on your heart and how can
you help develop them? What will they
look like when they are developed? What
tools do you need to develop them? In
Matthew 9:38, Jesus tells His Disciples to
pray for more workers not more harvest. |
think our prayer and actions should
reflect Christ’s call for more workers.
Let’s pray and work to that end.

WWW.WILTSIECHURCH.ORG

Prayer Needs

Wiltsie is a praying church and we are here to
pray for your needs. If you have a request that
you would like to have listed on our weekly
prayer list, please contact the church office or
email secretary@wiltsiechurch.org. If you
would like to have your request placed on the
prayer chain, please send your request to
prayerchain@wiltsiechurch.org

Have you visited our church website lately?
It has recently been updated. Sign up to
access the church pages. You can view the
weekly prayer list, read past newsletters,
read the history of Wiltsie Church and
even listen to Pastor Todd’s sermons. Tell
a friend about it!

Wiltsie Community Church




How Fortunate We Are~ Author Unknown

| walked into the grocery store not particularly interested in buying groceries. | wasn't hungry. The pain of
losing my husband of 17 years was still too raw and this grocery store held so many sweet memories. Dick often
came with me and almost every time he’d pretend to go off and look for something special. | knew what he was up
to. I'd always spot him walking down the aisle with the three yellow roses in his hands. He knew | loved yellow roses.
With a heart filled with grief, | only wanted to buy my few items and leave, but even grocery shopping was different since

Dick passed on. Shopping for one took time and a little more thought than it had for two. Standing by the meat, |

searched for the perfect small steak and remembered how Dick had loved his steak.

Suddenly a woman came up beside me. She was blond, slim, and lovely in a soft green pantsuit. | watched as she

*\picked up a large pack of T-bones, dropped them in her basket, hesitated, and then put them back. She turned to go and

f once again reached for a pack of steaks. She saw me watching her and she smiled. “My husband loves T-bones, but
honestly, at these prices, | don’t know.” | swallowed my emotion down my throat and met her pale blue eyes.
“My husband passed away eight days ago,” | told her. Glancing at the package in her hands, | fought to control the tremble in my voice.
“Buy him the steaks and cherish every moment you have together.” She shook her head and | saw the emotion in her eyes
as she placed the package in her basket and wheeled away. |turned and pushed my cart across the length of the store
to the dairy products. There | stood, trying to decide which size milk | should buy. A quart, | finally decided and moved 6n
to the ice cream section near the front of the store If nothing else, | could always fix myself an ice cream cone. | placed
the ice cream in my cart and looked down the aisle toward the front. | saw first the green suit, then recognized the pretty 2
lady coming towards me. In her arms she carried a package. On her face was the brightest smile | had ever seen. |
would swear a soft halo encircled her blond hair as she kept walking toward me, her eyes holding mine. As she came
closer, | saw what she held and tears began to mist in my eyes. “These are for you,” she said and placed three
beautiful long-stemmed yellow roses in my arms. “When you go through the line, they will know these are paid for.”
She leaned over and placed a gentle kiss on my cheek, then smiled again. | wanted to tell her what she had done,
what the roses meant, but still unable to speak, | watched as she walked away as tears clouded my vision.
| looked down at the beautiful roses nestled in the green tissue wrapping and found it almost unreal.
How did she know? Suddenly the answer seemed so clear. | wasn't alone.
“Oh, Dick, you haven't forgotten me, have you?” | whispered with tears in my eyes.
He was still with me, and she was his angel.
Every day be thankful for what you have and who you are,

I

Winter Weather
P It's that wonderful time of year here in North Western
> I san 13 . Pennsylvania and if you don’t know, it snows quite fre-
**:? @,’l; Harvest Dinner quently from December to April around our neck of the
o 20V A woods.
KSGHVHN@ Celebrate and Give In case of bad weather....
SRR Thanks with us at CHURCH WILL NOT BE CANCELLED
Wiltsie Church on Sunday, -
November 20th Pastor Todd can ride his sled ¥
We will hold a worship service of Praise down the hill if he needs to so
and Thanksgiving at 10:00am followed by church will go on. The roads
our annual Harvest may be clear in Warren but
Dinner. impassable in Jamestown.
Everyone is welcome! Please use your best judgment as to whether or not
you should venture out on the roads.




Being a Christian is like a pumpkin. God

lifts you up, takes you in , and washes all
the dirt off of you. He opens you up,

Thank You Lord for the opportunity to Give! Giving of our
resources in which God has blessed us with, enables different

areas of our church and community to then be blessed in o touches you deep
return. Here are some updates on where we have been blessed inside and scoops out all the yucky stuff—
by God’s people. including the seeds of doubt, hate,

greed, etc. Then He carves you a

new smiling face and puts His !
light inside you to shine for all the 7 /:Af N\
. world to see. <\ bf{)/ﬁy" o
We praise God for the wonderful response to the SN Ly
baby bottles that were turned in to support the
Pregnancy Crisis Center this past June. The total KKK 20805 00K 000050 508 0K 008 0000 0 50K
giving overall was $16,309, with Wiltsie Community Ladies Aid ~by Faye Hoard

church’s gift of $959.50. Thanks to all who felt led to
contribute to this worthy cause. We give God the

Gp0d00dx
Gpod0dx

Throughout the year the Ladies Aid of our <

glory. church work diligently on making rag
rugs, scrubbies, kitchen towels, bibs as
Throughout the year, gifts have been received and <% well as cover-ups for adults. Other items

we sell are baked goods, greeting cards,
costume jewelry, fresh vegetables and
puzzles. Our annual sale at the Warren
Mall is in October and each year we give
the results over to God to send custom-
ers, as the mall has been in decline. He
has never failed us yet and this year He
exceeded the sales over and above all we
ever expected, in fact it was the best year
. . yet as he blessed us with $1,763.22 in
Did you know that our church also tithes on the < sales. Praise the Lord. It has to be a God
offerings in which God has blessed us with? thing!! All the proceeds we send to local
Some organizations where our tithes are sent but ministries, our missionaries, as well as
e giving to Wiltsie building fund.
are not limited to are: The Pregnancy Support
Center, Samaritan's Purse, 4C’s Conference,
4C’s Region, Focus On The Family, The Family

Life Network, and Mission Meadows.

designated to the following areas:

Wiltsie Camp Fund- $601
Principal (Mortgage)- $17,857
Missions- $8,375

Impact (Word of Life)- $113

ogpodoedoedbododindsdix

Wiltsie Church Camp Fund $400.00
Paul Carlstrom, Equip $180.00
Paul Nordland $180.00

Salvation Army $100.00

Operation Christmas
Child

Samaritan’s Purse $100.00

Wiltsie Bldg. Fund $1,000.00

On Nov. 13 at 6:30pm, everyone
is invited to join us at Wiltsie
Community Church for an

Operation Christmas Child Wrap-
ping Party! Bring your box
put in it and wrapping paper for your box.

Total Giving: $1,960

Thanks to all who were the hand of God
ad wegreach buy tb dui congmunjtypand d
show them the love of Christ. We still
have our prayer shawl ministry which we

This is an opportunity for your entire family to take part have participated in this year, as well as

in a mission oriented event that will be fun and make an X prayer quilts. If anyone knows of a need,
impact on many children for God! please see one of our ladies so we can be
’ a blessing to those who are hurting.
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Wiltsie Church had 14 kids aged 8-17 attend a Bible Camp this summer. Seven of our kids
attended Mission Meadows, five attended Miracle Mountain and two used their Camp Bucks
to attend Kingdom Bound with their family. “Camp Bucks” can earn up to $10.00 per month for
®'©' 0= the months of September through June (for a total of $100.00) towards attending an approved
E AM Church Camp. Camp Bucks forms are on the entryway table. They can be filled out for acts
of service that our kids do at church or in the community that help to further God’s Kingdom
NEWE and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Examples may include; setting up or taking down for fellow-
ship events, ushering, greeting, working in the nursery, helping an elderly neighbor, helping
cook or clean for a sick person, or working at a work day at church. There are hundreds of possibilities!
The church will also give a camp gift of $100.00 for each child who attends at Wiltsie who would like to
attend camp. Between these two avenues most camps are over half paid for. There are camps within two
hours that would be completely covered. Get started with your Camp Buck Sheets today! Wiltsie wants
kids to go to camp!
In July, 19 people from Wiltsie headed to the Adirondacks for a week at Word of Life Campground. For a
week, the adults had two Bible teachers each morning to hear while kids (birth through preteen) had a
bible school type program to attend. Teens attended their own program. Afternoons and evenings the
family chooses from an array of activities like swimming in the pool to water sliding, tubing, putt putt,
canoeing, going to the petting zoo, or just relaxing. There are tent sites, RV sites, primitive cabins, full
service cabins or an inn to accommodate everyone’s choices. All activities are
included in the week's rate. If you are interested in going with us next year, Ken
Hamm will be speaking on creation July 7-14, 2012. See the Bensons or the
Linders. There are seven other weeks to choose from also. Come and get
refreshed — physically and spiritually.

Wiltsie Community Church
2981 Swede Hill Road
Russell, PA 16345



It is a joy to celebrate this Christmas season with you. We are
M s\ 9 blessed here at Wiltsie Church to have a great church family. As we
@fy reflect on the birth of our Savior, it is important that we celebrate
@hfistm 98 together. These activities are not meant to add more stress but
A rather to focus on the most blessed gift of all~ Jesus Christ!

Sacrificial Giving

Hanging of the Greens Our Christmas Sunday Service has been
) _ designated as a “Sacrificial Giving” Sunday. A
The Christmas season all gets underway with sacrificial offering is when You ask God what it is
the decorating of the church. Come and join that He would like You to sacrifice from your
us on Monday, November 21st at 6:00pm usual expenses and give the money as a gift to
Bring along a snack to share. We will need God instead of enjoying the activities usually done
lots of help and there is a job for everyone. with the funds. This will be a special Christmas
See Lorie Sorensen with any questions. Gift to Jesus. The size of the offering is not the
gift. Our obedience to His ~ ;

leading on sacrifice is the
greatest gift. Make sure

. . ou take time to pray about
Cookie Exchange- this \Bllvhat He is asking ygu ©  Christmas W
4 season you may have over do. Offerin
- kﬂ committed yourself to 8
=~Y8  Christmas entertaining. Or

maybe you are one of those o There is a special blessing that one

who packs a nice basket for everyone in the §§\§\ %’ﬁ : reqeives when joyfully singing
tri-state area. Either way, you undoubtedly % : ;1' Christmas carols to an elderly or
choose to bake more than you have time for. /\‘H}iﬂ un-churched friend! Caroling is an old
Well we are here to help! Sign up to be a part - dTats English custom that retains that joy to
of our Christmas cookie Exchange. Plan to JOI US for Fh!s very day. Ever)f(one lshwe:‘::omﬁ to
stay after church to exchange cookies the first Caroling, Join us as we leave from the church and

. go to Golden Living and then stop at a
part of December. It is a ton of fun and a few homes on the way back. Afterwards, we will meet
great way to get a variety of cookies without back at the church for a few refreshments and snacks.
having to bake them all yourself. Watch the Watch for more details and a date coming soon and
bulletin for more details. If you have any yes, another sign up sheet!

questions, please see Sandy Swanson.

Christmas Program

CHRISTMAS PLAY Our Childrends Chri st mas
TRYOUTS during our worship service on Sunday, December

18th. If any child is interested in participating

who doesndt normally atte

please see Lora Benson. We will begin practicing

for the program after Thanksgiving. We will also
be having a Christmas Choir. We would love to

have many voices for this special service. If you

would like to sing with us, please let Faye Hoard
know soon. The rehearsal will be on Saturday,
December 17th from 9-11am. Talk to Lora or

Faye today.

“We found our donkey!”




NOEL HALLELUJAH MERRY CHRISTMAS HAPPY NEW YEAR

Now there were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the field and keeping watch over their flock by night.
And lo, the angel of the Lord stood before them and the glory of the Lord shone round about them. Then the angel
said unto them, “fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people”. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior who is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you, you
will find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger. Then suddenly there were with the angel a multitude of
heavenly hosts praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace good will toward men”.

9949494349439343934943 494343434343 43 03
Hymn Sing

We have enjoyed getting together all
year long with the 4C churches in our
area for Hymn Sings. The last one of
this year will take place on Sunday,
December 4th at 6:00PM at the
Cable Hollow Church. Come and join
with us for a Christmas Hymn Sing.

WNIRNINNNNRNNNNENEINREIEIE7
The Living Christmas Tree

A spectacular performance and not to be
missed is the annual Living Christmas Tree
at the First Covenant Church in Jamestown.
Performances are Friday, December 2™ at
8:00pm, Saturday, December 3™ at 5:00 &
8:00pm, and Sunday, December 4™ at
5:00pm. Call First Covenant Church for ticket information
as they need to be purchased in advance.

v v pv v v b b v b v v v e f
v Lo [ [ v e fw fw Dw L f B

~Luke 2:8-14

Join us as we

N Worship on

; Chr'Stmas Christmas

- ’ Sunday at
10:00AM.

There will be
no Sunday School on this day.

Poinsettias will be available for purchase and to be pl
church during the Advent season. Look for the order
information table at the church. You

may place your order form and payment in &'ﬁ ,
the offering plate or hand it to Ming ?@
Lundmark. The plants should arrivildd] Yur Q)
Decembertidnd may be taken home NS¢ t“%‘b
after the worship services on December

258, Orders will need to be placed by Deeenhbez 8ost
$6.00 per plant. In lieu of purchasing a plant, you ma
to the building fund in memory or in honor of a loved (
gifts and memorials will be listed in the Del¢éulbem25|
you should have any additional questions, please cal
office.
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The Top 7 Thi Overh

Journey To Bethlehem:

ngs

7. Man, I'm starting to get a rush from this frankincense!

6. You guys ever eat camel meat? | hear it tastes like
goat.

9. You know, | used to go to school with a girl named,
Beth Lehem.

4. What kind of name is Balthazar anyhow? Phoenician?

3. Hey, do either of you know why “MYRRH" is spelled
with a “Y” instead of a “U™?

2. Okay, whose camel just spat?

And the NUMBER ONE thing overheard on the Wise
Men'’s journey to Bethlehem...

1. All this starring at a star while riding a camel is making
me woozy.

e a



The Landscape Committee has been hard
at work over the past few months. A new
cross was erected, a new sign
constructed, and beautiful landscaping with
trees, shrubs, and flowers was
designed. Thanks to everyone who helped
out and donated time and
resources.
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S GREAT! Thanks for all your hard work!

Getting To Know Steve and Chris Frankson

Our Names our Steve and Chris Frankson and we have been asked to tell you a little about ourselves. Steve was
raised in West Ellicott, Jamestown and | was raised near Findlay Lake on a Dairy farm. Neither of us was raised in
a Christian home. However, Steve was raised Catholic and attended church on a weekly basis. | attended a Meth-
odist Church, and though | didn’t attend on a regular basis, it was there that | accepted Christ as my Savior. |
can’t remember how old | was but it was around age 12. | wasn’t mentored there and it would be several years
before | knew what a real relationship with Christ was. Steve and | met in 1975 and married in 1976. Neither of us
knew that we should have been asking the Lord for the mate He had in store for us, but He has blessed us with a
lot of good years. We were married in and attended Steve’s church for about 13 years. | decided that since | was
attending church with him, | might as well go through the classes and become Catholic. Steve attended some of
the classes with me, and it was through those classes that he began to have questions about the teachings in that
church. 1 officially became Catholic in 1990, and six months later we stopped attending church. We didn’t attend
any church for about 2 years. One day, | caught a message from Charles Stanley, and | told Steve what | had heard
that morning. Wouldn’t you know, that same message was on TV that very night. Steve was so impressed with
what Dr. Stanley had to say. Those messages became our church for the next year or so. In the meantime, | found
a new hairdresser who was a Christian. She began to talk with me about her faith and questioned me about mine.
What she had to say was what | needed to hear. She invited me to Calvary Chapel in Russell and | began to learn
about what a relationship with Christ was. It took about four months to persuade Steve to attend with me, and it
was during that time that he accepted Christ. A few years later, we left Calvary and then attended a Baptist
church. Through our years together we both worked at various jobs, and in 1990 we purchased Peterson’s Candies.
Being business owners, there have been many times we have worked into the later evening, and the programming
on FLN has proved to be a great learning experience. We have tried to incorporate a mission into our work at the
candy store. We meet a lot of people and hopefully we’ve made an impact on them for Christ. Through those
years we have learned so much and God has put such wonderful people in our path to grow us in our faith. We
have attended Wiltsie Church since January 2011 and feel we have found home. We live in Busti with 3 cats, a dog
and a fish. We were not blessed with children but we do have several nieces and nephews, an “adopted” grand-
son, and a Compassion child from Bolivia. Steve enjoys bowling, NASCAR, hockey, and riding his motorcycle. | en-
joy gardening, reading, singing, and card making. We look forward to what the Lord has in store for us. Hopefully,
He will bless us with many more years together and we’ll be able to continue to serve our Great God!



By:
Kelly Norrod

In the spring, Wiltsie Church sent a
couple of teams to North Carolina to
help with the construction of a
dormitory for Equip Ministries. | had
a desire to go on one of these
teams. However, my work schedule
would not allow me the time. On a
Sunday evening, Wendy and |
prayed about the possibility of me
being able to go on some kind of
mission trip. The very next day my
friend Harold Nichols, a missionary
in Jamaica, called and asked me if |
would consider being on a team
going to Jamaica in August? | told
him | would think about it and we
would pray about it. The next night
we prayed for confirmation that |
should go on this trip. The very next
day an informational post card
came in the mail about applying for
a passport. God had answered our
prayers, and quickly! The mission
that Harold and Teri Nichols work
with is TEAMS for Medical
Missions, based out of Allentown,
Pennsylvania. Their director is Ray
Shive. The team of 17 who went in
August consisted of: 4 men on the
building team, 3 doctors, 3 nurses, 3
pharmacists, 2 teachers, 1 medical
records person, and Ray Shive. We
arrived in Montego Bay, Jamaica in
the afternoon on Saturday, August
6™. Harold and Teri’s mission house
is about a 90 minute drive up the
coast. The house is great, with room
to sleep all 17 of us. All of our meals

were served outside under the cov-
ered veranda with a view of the
ocean. We were fed very well while
there and had many different local
foods. | tried every single thing they
offered, and the only thing | didn’t
like were the mangos.
On Sunday, we went to church at
Jacks River. Then, in the late after-
noon we all went to a small resort
for swimming and pizza. On
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
part of Thursday, we built a 6 x 16
addition on to the home of Blossom
Hinds and her family. Then we tore
old plywood siding off the whole
house and put Texture 1-11 on it
We added 4 new windows (no
glass, just louvers) 2 new doors,
soffits, and about half of the roof
received new zinc. We built a bunk
bed out of 2x4s and built a wall be-
tween a bedroom and the bathroom.
A toilet was installed and a Jamai-
can friend built a shower base out of
concrete. The family had never had
a toilet in the house before. Each
one of the men from the building
team took turns sharing a Bible
reading with the people gathered at
the building site every morning.
Some of the kids and a couple of
young men helped with the building.
The kids just wanted to pound in
nails. And if you weren’t watching,
they would take your hammer and
nails. Along the front wall, there
ended up being about 300 extra
nails along the bottom! The kids
painted the whole house blue with
“teenage pink” trim, a popular color
scheme in Jamaica. On Thursday
morning. we finished the house and
then went to Ocho Rio to work on
finishing some projects for a young
man and his family. | was able to in-
stall ceramic on a kitchen counter
about 5 feet long with a sink. We used
leftover tiles that were 3 different col-
ors. On Friday, we were able to go
around and just do a few repairs for
people. The medical team went to
different churches all week where
they would set up their clinic and then
see patients. Someone did medical
records, the nurses screened and
helped patients, the doctors would
examine patients, and the pharma-
cists gave out prescriptions. They
treated about 650 patients and filled
many prescriptions. | think around
1,200. During the clinics, the teachers

had stories and activities to encour-
age the young and old. On Tuesday
evening, the men went to Ocho Rio to
lead a service at Teen Challenge.
Teen Challenge is an addition recov-
ery house for men. We sang songs,
told jokes, and were able to offer
words of encouragement. A couple
of men staying there shared their
testimonies of their life, recovery
and faith. At the end, we were able
to mingle and talk to the men.
Every Wednesday night, Harold and
Teri would have Bible Club at the mis-
sion house for the children from the
area. About 100 kids came to Bible
Club. It started with playtime and
games and then they would break into
different classes by age groups. After
that, all 100 children were fed. They
do this every week. Going on this
mission trip was a personal chal-
lenge for me. Besides going to Ni-
agara Falls and Toronto, | had
never left the country, and | had
never flown. | didn’t have a desire to
do either one! | think the most im-
portant thing | learned is that | had
to trust God. | asked for some kind
of mission and God opened that
door, provided the time and the re-
sources. He just asked me to trust
Him and go. The mission work was
great. It was nice to be able to make
a big difference in a family’s life in
just a few short days. | want to give
thanks for everyone’s prayers be-
fore and during my trip. | would ask
that we continue to pray for all the
people of Jamaica for better oppor-
tunities, better living conditions, and
for God to work in the hearts of the
men, especially, to know Jesus as
their Lord. Also, that they would be
responsible for their children and their
women. Stable family life, even
among Christians is a rarity. Over
85% of children are born out of wed-
lock. Women have a strong position in
Jamaican life, and men are pretty
much absent, either as good fathers
or husbands. The church faces an
almost impossible battle in this and
other social and moral values. There
is so much | have left out. If anyone
has any questions, please ask me. If
anyone would like to go on a mission
trip, TEAMS is always looking and
praying for men and women. | pray
that | will be obedient to whatever
God might ask me to do in the future.
Postscript: | really enjoyed flying!



